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An unpretentious
gentleman

This year Bramham celebrates its silver jubilee. Over 25 years it
. has grown intg a three-day event of intetnational stature with
a fej 'i:tarmn for friendliness, thanks in no small part to jts
fou af" rami ﬂrgamser George Lane Fox. George is profiled in
¢ Jﬂf\ per::al supplement, compiled and written by JULIE .
NE who also talks to director Erﬂ Henson and mnners b
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FEW days after

vislitineg

Bramham’s hos

George  Lane

Fox, 1 phoned

the horse trials
office. I wanted to write George a
thank you note,

“How should 1 address him?™ 1
asked the voice at the other end of
the telephone, “Just plain Mr.”
came the reply, “But doesn’t he
have a title from his army days?™
I enquired. “He does, but he
doesn’t like 1o use it

Of course, 1 thought as 1
replaced the receiver, a man as
thoughtul and unpretentiouns as
George Lane Fox, despile the fact
that he owns a huge swathe of
Yorkshire land, lives ina 34-room

stately mansion which has been in
his tamily Tor 10 generations and
1% no stranger to an aristocratic
social life, would anly be happy
with the modest title of Mr,

A Tew days earlier, when I had
been ushered into the larse but
comtortable  dog-filled  sitting
room at Bramham Park, Fuonm-
cducated George had been the
perfect, unassuming host,

"What can 1 get you o drink,”
he had enquired just a few
seconds aller meeting me, as he
disappeared behind a normal.
looking door into a recess which
served as his drinks “cabiner™,
“Have you had lunch?™ he asked
next, with genuine concern.
wondered 1f vou would like to go
to the local pub?” Sadly, 1 had to

decline. 1 had heard that George's
hospitable  lunches lasted for
hours and [ had o catch a train
buck to London at half-past four,

S0 we staved in the room
where we were, George sipping
something from o tumbler and
smoking the occasional French
cigarctle,

Immediately, 1 discovered that
(George enjoys conversation. He
loves discussing his ancestors and
he tells with relish fascinating
stories which don’t always show
them in a complementary light.

“The George Lane Fox who
succecded his father in 1821 was
nicknamed the Gambler, He bred
coursing grevhounds and had
very expensive tastes, plus a very
cxpensive  wife who loved
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Previous page: George in the hall at Bramham house, where Kneller's picture of Queen Anne hangs over the fireplace. Left:

George with his daughter-in-law Rachel and grandchildren Charlie, Sophie, Freddie and George. Above: Bramham house.

London life, and he died with
terrible debts, His son, the Squire,
could only try to re-establish the
family’s money, but he wasn’t
able to rebuild the house, which
had burnt down in 18287

The family was certainly
fascinating, but I didn’t have time
to hear its entire history, so [
interrupted during a slight pause.

“What kind of famous guests
have stayed here?” I asked.

“Queen Anne visited Robert
Benson, who built Bramham, and
presented him with a handsome
picture of herself by Sir Godlrey
Kneller, which now hangs in the
hall here. Another gqueen who
stayed had a reputation for being
a bit of a jackdaw and the story
goes that she liked a particular
picture and asked why it wasn’t
hanging at Windsor. She was told

in no uncertain lerms that it
belonged at Bramham!”
During the next. barely

perceptible, break I change the
subject completely and ask about
the Lane Fox family and hunting,
It i1s another subject close to
George’s heart. He tells me that
he, his late wife Victoria and son
Nick have all been joint masters
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of the Bramham Moor. George
between 1970-75 and then again
between 1980-82, when, he says,
he was “dragged back. I found
that tedious indeed”.

George’s avourite hunter was
Bella, whose greatest feat, despite
standing barely 16hh, was
clearing the enormous Cock
Beck, a deep and dangerous
stretch of water which the rest of
the field forded, almost drowning
in the process.

George also enjoys discussing
the horse trials, which he sct up as
a one-day event mn 1973 and a
three-day in 1974, During his
yvears in the Blues regiment,
Cieorge longed to cvent, but there
were Tew horse trials and it was

the riding instructors who were
allowed to compete at places like
Tidworth, rather than mere
subalterns like me™.

Bramham was suggested as a
horse trials venue in the 1950s,

“Harewood took place nearby,
but towards the end of its run in
1959 the old colonels were
hecoming cavalicr about what
ground they wsed and it was
decided to look for another venue.
My parents were approached but,
having heard that horse trials were
difficult to run, they said no. The
evenlt went (o Burghley, which
was rough on people in the north,
so when I came out of the army I
was determined to set up a horse
trials at Bramham.” P

[Did you know...?

At the first Bramham, competitors in the Junior section
included Tiny Clapham and Andrew Harris, who went on to
enjoy success at senior international level. Charlie Lane,

who later became chef d'equipe to the senior British

team, was also competing in the section on Sir Benfro.

There were 22 starters in the Standard Bank section, one of twe senior
sections run in 1974, including Princess Anne who rode Arthur Of Troy into
fifth place despite a run-out at the second fence.
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George Lane Fox outside the gates of Bramham Park with four of his six dogs. Pictures by Trevor Meeks.

That first Bramham, which ran
at the beginning of September,
was intended for riders who
hadn’t been picked for the
Burghley World Championships.
Twenty-two  competitors, all
British except for a handful of
Americans, started in the main
Standard Section, which was won
by a youthful Bruce Davidson,
that wvear’s eventual World
Champion, who was on his
honeymoon. He rode Paddy, with
whom his new wife Carol was
later eliminated at Badminton.

In the early days, George
designed the  cross-country
course, with the help of the local
undertaker George Kitchen who
had a reputation as a competent
builder of hunter trial tracks. The
late, great course-designer Bill
Thomson, George's “mentor”,
always came to offer advice.

When the event went
international in 1981, George was
obliged to employ an “inter-
national” designer — firstly Mike

66 My parents were approached about
hosting an event in the 1950s but,
having heard that horse trials were
difficult to run, they saidno 99 9§

Etherington-Smith, then Mike
Tucker, and, more recently, Mark
Phillips. George was sorry to give
up such a fulfilling job.

Now George chooses who will
officiate at Bramham and he hosts
a houseparly during the trials at
which guests include members of
the ground jury.

Sadly this year will be the first
time George has had (o entertain
without his wife Victoria, a
passionate  hunting  woman.
Victoria died suddenly last year
just as a large house party was
drawing to a close. She had
suifered a heart problem for years
and since 1984 had had four
different pacemakers inserted.
Nothing frustrated her more than
being unable to ride to hounds.

“Her pacemaker meant she
became exhausted mid-hunt, so
she became the most fearsome car
follower,” George explains.

Since Mrs Lane Fox's death
there have been changes at
Bramham. The stables have been

“cleared out”, except for two
children’s ponies, and Mick Lane
Fox, a stockbroker and the eldest
of George's three sons, his wife
Rachel and four children — with
a fifth due in June — have moved
into Bramham Park. The long,
dark, stone-floored corridors now
often ring with children’s happy
voices. George obviously looks
forward to 3.30pm, when Sophie,
six, George, five, and Freddie,
three, return from school.

With the children home it must
be tume for me to get a lift back to
York station. George shakes my
hand firmly as [ leave.

The packed 16.30 to London
is a scene far removed from the
quiet calm and roomy splendour
of Bramham House. As 1 bartle to
find a seat, T can’t help wondering
how George would farc aboard a
Great North East Railway train.

He would be too polite for his
own good. I though, and without a
reservation in tirst class he would
be left standing all the way.
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Did you know...?

Riding to hounds one morning in
the 1930s, Col Francis Lane Fox,
[| the present owner's father,
thought he heard the Bramham
Moor hounds and their huntsman
hurrying after him across the park.
He held the gate open for them to
pass through, but nobody came ||
and the sound of galloping hooves
died away. He realised he had
heard "the horses”, which legend
says is the ghostly sound of
[| riderless horses fleeing from the
Battle of Bramham Moor in 1408,

King's Jester, ridden by Jane
Thelwall, is the only horse to
have won the Bramham CCl
twice.

Several TV programmes have been
made at Bramham, including
Darling Buds of May, Raffles,
I Romance on the Orfent Express
and Circles of Deceit with Dennis
Waterman.

BERAMHAMNM SFECIAL

BRAMHAM’S

RICHARD MEADE

(standard Sterling winner 1975)
“THE YEAR
before T won at
Bramham 1 had
ridden Jacob
Jones, a Thoro-
ughbred originally
owned by John :
Shedden, at R
Colombier in Swilzerland. His
nexperience showed and he didn’t
go well, especially at ditches which
he hated. | hunted him over Lhe
winter, which helped. and | took
him to Bramham that spring. We
won, but afterwards developed
“fourth-itis” — we were fourth at
Boekelo, fourth at Badminton and
fourth at the Montreal Olympics —
but that was really quitc a feat for a
horse who wasn’t very brave,

I  have always enjoyed
Bramham, which is a very friendly
evenl. The cross-country has
become more technical over the

Clockwise from left: 1an Stark and Forest Glen, CCI winners
in 1996; Sharon Lemon and Oh Nicholas, winners in 1990;
Jane Dobsan-Seaton receives her prize after winning the
CCA in 1982 with Barnabus.

HAMPIONS

years, but the competition has
always provided a good stepping
stone Tor horses going on o even
greater things.”

ANDREW HARRIS

{Standard Sterling winner 1976}
“MY BROTHER Johnny originally
show jumped Ritudyr Rose, by
racehorse sire Ritudyr, at Grade A
level, but she would never jump
water trays and so was switched to
eventing.

I rode her at the first Bramham
in the Junior section, then won the
main senior section two years later
despite one of Ritudyr Rose's poor
performances in the dressage
arena. After that we went to
Badmintan. Frank Weldon rung
beforehand and boomed down the
telephone: ‘Do you know what you
are letting yourself in for?' | didn't,
but we still finished in the top 20!
They had a water tray in the show
jumping that year, but for the first b

Wil



time in her life Ritudyr Rose didn't
refuse! She injured her back
afterwards and was used as a
brood mare, but | have her to thank
for bringing me into the limelight.
She shaped my career.”

JUDY BRADWELL
{5tandard Starling
winner 1978)

“I FIRST saw my
Bramham winner
Castlewellan in the
beam of
headlights in Treland when he was
three. I knew instantly that he was
the horse for me and he went on to
become my horse of a lifetime.

He was a very sharp individual
and no one ever rode him hut me,
but he was wonderfully talented
and in 1978 he won five events out
of five, including the two-day al
Windsor.

[ will never forget Bramham in
1978, It 1ook place during a
wonderful balmy summer week., 1
was drawn last and had to play a
real waiting game — | had so
much time that | was able to read
Lady Chatterlev's Lover! When the
time came for me to S0 AcToss
country cveryvone was going home!

Later that year Castlewellan fell
at Burghley, but during his carecr
he also won Punchestown, was
third at Luhmuhlen and third at

a car's MEER

Bockelo and he won the Working
Hunter of the vear at Wembley and
the Spillers Combined Training.
Alter injuring my leg. T was forced
to sell Castlewellan. He went to (he
States where he enjoyed success
first with Jimmy Waotford and then
Karen O'Connor.

In 1979 1 was lucky again at
Bramham, winning the Novice
Griffin section with a mare called
Nimna, She had been scnt over from
the States to show Jump, but she
didn’t make the grade and so 1 took
her eventing. Sadly, she was
another horse who had to be sald
when T injured my leg out hunting.
L hit a telegraph pole in a freak
accident, but it weakened my leg
and ended my career al top level.”

RICHARD WALKER
(Winner Bank Standard section in 1978
and CCA in 1984)
"BRAMHAM brought me mixed
fortunes during my eventing
career. | won a section in 1978 with
John Of Gaunt at what was our first
event together. By the Queen's
Cleveland Bay stallion Mulgrave
Supreme, John Of Gaunt was ridden
initially by owner Ken Lyndon
Dykes, until the harse's dislike of
tractors caused Ken to fall off and
break his arm. John Of Gaunt had a
wonderful personality, but he was

not the ideal three-day event horse B

Did you know...?

Organiser George Lane Fox longed to event as a young man but was
never able to realise his dream. Instead he fulfilled another
equestrian-related ambition by setting up Bramham horse trials on
the estate which has been in his family for 10 generations,

Paddy, the first winner of Bramham's main section, had previously won a
three-day event in America. He became Horse of the Year in the states and
was Bruce Davidson's reserve for the 1974 Burghley World Championships.

Mary Thomson (now King) finished first and second at Bramham on
King Cuthbert and Silverstone in 1986, while Sarah Cutteridge
achieved the same feat with James Frederick and Hail And Thunder in
[ the Young Rider Championship in 1993, :

—

William Fox-Pitt and Cosmopalitan
en route to victory in 1995. Below:
Sandy Pfleuger and The Abbot,
winners in 1977. Bottom: Julie
Robinson, Young Rider Champion
with Irish Skater in 1997,
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Bruce Davidson receives his prize after
winning the main section at the first

Eramham with Paddy.

Above: Richard Meade and Jacob Jones, on their way to victory in 1975,
Top right: Dual winners lane Thelwall and King's Jester on their lap of
honour in 1988. Right: Lucy Kemplay and Heron's Flight, Young Rider
Champiens in 1995 and 1996.

MARK PHILLIPS took over
as course-designer from
Mike Tucker in 1997 As a
competitor, his best placing
was a third in 1988,

“My overriding
memaory of competing at
Bramham was faliing off a
catch ride on the
steeplechase! | also
schooled Columbus there
in 1974 after the
competition was over and
just before that year's
World Games. My best
result was a third place on
Cartier in 1988, a year

befare | retired from
eventing. Then, as now,
the time was difficult to
attain, and if you got
behind on the clock the
hilly terrain made it
impossible to catch up.
As the course-designer
at Bramham | am always
struggling to find flatter
ground. Apart from the
hills, there is a large
wooded area and a
number of “bottlenacks”.
Inevitably, when you take
over from somebody else,

you stamp your own mark '

From competitor to course-designer ... |

on a course and do things
differently. Last year at
Bramham a lot of things
were a little different. This
year there will be a few
more new things — 12
new fences in all. | think |
had some good ideas last
year and as | watched the
competition new ideas
came thick and fast.

My philosophy is to be
kind to the horses and,
with my tongue in my
cheek, be "unkind” to the
iders in 2 way that hnngs
nut thew hnrsemanshlp

| think pEane-Rnnw. e

that they can’t jump one

of my courses with their

eyes shut!

Bramhanm is gmwmg -

all the time. It is just a
shame it has o exist

without sponsorship. For
the course-designer this
- means having to operate
 Within 3 limited budget.” -

ERAMMAM SPECIAL



as he found the distances tiring.
Nevertheless, he went on to win
Burghley in 1980.

With Alan Birchall's
Globetrotter | won the first
Falsterbo CCI before going on to
win  Bramham  in 1984.
Globetrotter was a talented horse
and at a three-day, as with any
quality animal, once you started
sharpening the blade it got
sharper!

But it was with another of Alan
Birchall's horses, Accumulator, that
I suffered the fate of being
eliminated in the show jumping for
missing out a fence while in the
lead in 1987. | just didn't want to
be there any more, but Alan
showed what a great sportsman he
was and when the National
Anthem played at the end no one
sang louder than he did.”

ACE

IN THE PACK

Thanks to his business
acumen, Burghley director
Bill Henson has helped to
make Bramham horse
trials bigger, better and
more profitable

BRAMHAM'S CHAMPIONS

TUFFY OWEN

{CCA winmer 1981)
"LAURIMAN WAS a brother of
Laurieston, who won dual gold at
the  Munich  Olympics  with
Richard Meade. Mark Phillips
brought Lauriman out, hut a bad
fall in the Trout Hawhery at
Burghley, in which he damaged his
tendons, was thought to have
ended his career.

The night his owner Major
Allhusen phoned me up to offer me
the ride I was thinking of quitting
the sport,

I 'was just out of Juniors and the
expense of competing was proving
prohibitive for my parents who
were sheep farmers,

However, 1 took Lauriman on
and hunted him hard that winter
with the Flint and Denbigh. 1 also
ran him in a point-to-point, but

When and why did you did you get
involved with Bramham?

Nine years ago George Lane Fox
invited me to take a look at the
event with a view to making
recommendations. After reading my
report he telephoned to say: “When
are you coming to do all this?"

What changes did you recommend?
Thirty-six in all. The CCl was well
run, but little attention had been
paid to spectator facilities, such as
catering. In my view, people judge
their day at a horse trials on three
things — how easy it is to get in,
what the loos are like and how

being  half German he only
managed 10 stay with the field for
one-and-a-halt circuits!

The hunting and  point-to-
pointing restored his confidence
and after a couple of one-days 1
took him to Bramham. The
Allhusens didn’t expect much and
had gone on holiday, but we were
equal lirst after the dressage and on
the cross-country he just went from
strength to strength despite the
muddy going.

Afterwards 1 finished fifth and
best of the British at the Young
Rider FEuropeans in  Achsecl-
schwang. Later on, when [ had a
baby, Lauriman was given to
another rider.

Despite  having ridden at
Burghley three times since,
winning  Bramham  was  the

highlight of my eventing carcer.”™

good the food is! | brought in a
new accounting system and more
recently suggested running
Gatcombe, which my son Tim
directs, from the Bramham office,
giving hardworking secretary Gail
Dale a full-time rather than part-
time job. The office will also soon
be running the new Harewood CIC.

What do you remember of Bramham
from the early days?

Its friendliness and great
atmosphere. My daughter Lucinda
has competed there several times,
50 | knew the event well before |
became involved on a business
basis.

How has it developed?

It gets more spectators — 34,000
now, mostly people who appreciate
country sports and are interested in
the young horse classes and
international show jumping as well
as the CCI. Bramham occupies an
important place in the horse trials
calendar, is more sophisticated
than it used to be and is more of a
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shopper’s paradise. With so many
tradestand holders clamouring for
space, we are having to turn some
away.

What are your future goals?

More spectators and a sponsor. We
haven't found one yet for this year,
but | am ever hopeful of a flash of
lightning!

How does the Bramham job fit in
with being director of Burghley?
Easily. I'm administration director
of Bramham, but director of
Burghley, a more time-consuming
job. We rarely have things like
committee meetings for Bramham.
We had one in the first year and
one again last year, but went
without one during the six years
between! George Lane Fox and |
work it out between us. George is
the main man and I'm just there to
back him up.

How did you get involved with
horse trials?
After giving up the mastership of

ERAMHAM SPECIAL

Clockwise from left: Terry
Boon and Vital Decision,
Young Rider Champiaons
in 1994; Sybilla Ambler
and Spirit of Calvados,
British Junior Champions
in 1983; Nick Straker and
Ruan, winners of the
Standard Bank section in
1974; Andrew Harris and
Ritudyr Rose on their
way to victory in 1976,

the Grove and Rufford, | wanted to
do one of two things — be
secretary of the Belvair or run
Burghley. | didn't want to do the
former while my brother was
master, and Charles Stratton, who
was younger than me, already had
the Burghley job. Unfortunately, he
had to give up through health
problems and so | took over.

| cut my teeth on running the
80,000-spectator Lincolnshire
Agricultural Show, which helped
me to make the horse trials | am
involved with into more rounded
shows.

Have you ever ridden/evented
yourself?

I rode at Badminton four times in
the 1950s. | met my wife Val
through the spart. While at
Cambridge University and
preparing for Badminton | looked
around for somewhere to keep my
horse. Val offered and then helped
me with my dressage, but she
made sure | was never as good as
she was! | suppose you could call

Did you know...?
The Bramham estate covers
5.500 acres and includes 1,100
acres of woodland. Most of the
fences at Bramham are
constructed from timber
sourced on the estate. In the
great gale of 1962, 400 mature
trees were blown down in the
garden alone. The house, which
dates back to 1710, has 34
rooms.

Lucy Kemplay became the first
rider in the 11-year history of the
Young Rider National
Championship to take the title
two years in succession, both
times with Heron's Flight. Polly
Lyon was the first Young Rider to
win the championship twice — in
1988 and 1990 with two different
horses, Highland Road and Folly's
Last.

our daughter Lucinda a purpose-
made event jockey!

| still ride, and last year |
hacked around Burghley during the
trials on one of Val's horses to keep
tabs on what was going on.

How do you combine farming with
running horse trials?

I only farm on a Sunday morning!
A few years ago | sold my herd of
dairy cows and now grow crops on
my farm in Lincolnshire, which fits
in more easily with the horse trials.

What are your passions in life?
Wine and a decent steak, plus a
long holiday in the sun when it is
cold in England.

Also football. I'm a passionate
follower of Nottingham Forest. I've
been to matches all over Europe
and carried on going during
foothall's "rough” period. | ance
nearly had my car turned over by
an angry mob outside a ground,
but it didn't deter me. Val hates
football. When | watch Match of
the Day, she goes to bed!

>



JONQUIL HEMMING
[Winner first Young Riders” Mational
Championship 1983)

“I WAS 15 when | got my
Bramham winner Mr Moon, by
the HIS stallion Iron Ore. When |
went to try him, he bucked me
off, jumped a five-bar gate out
into the road and galloped home!
I thought I had ruined him before
I had even begun, but we bought
him because we knew he could
jump! He was an amazing horse
who made the transition from
Pony Club to top level. | won at
Wylye as a Junior in 1981, then
the Young Riders at Bramham in
1983, which | can’t claim as my
best victory because | had several

show jumps down.

Afterwards | rode Mr Moon in
the Young Rider Europeans at
Burghley, finishing fifth.

We still have Mr Moon, who is

Did you know...?

The current owner's nineteenth
century ancestor George Lane
Fox ("the Gambler™) was 6ft
5ins tall and weighed 19 stone.
He and his wife Georgina,
whittled away the family
fortune, which their son George
("the Squire”) devoted his life
to paying off. The debts totalled
around £175,000.

Karen Dixon has finished in the top
10 at Bramham several times, but
she has never won the event, unlike
her elder brother Nick Straker, who
won in 1974 and 1977,

There were 25 starters in the
main 5tandard Sterling section
at the first Bramham. There was
one of the biggest fields in
1991, when 99 started in the
CCl. In 1987, with Badminton
cancelled, there were two CCl
sections, with 46 starters in Fox
and 34 in Lane section.

A

BRAMHAM'S CHAMPIONS

now 26, at home. He had a huge
heart and was the horse who put
me on the map.”

JANE WALIACE
(Won CCI 1987 & 1988 with King's Jester)

“BRAMHAM HAS alwiys been a

lucky cvent for me, 1 rode there for

was my first ever three-day event
— on the former point-to-pointer
River Bow,

It I'm honest, my victory at
Bramham in 1987 with King's
Jester was slightly hollow because
it occurred  only  because  the
leaders  Richard  Walker  and
Aceumulator were eliminated in
Lthe: show jumping,

However, the next vear was
very special, It oceurred aller the
disappointment ol missing
Badminton in the spring due 1o
My, and formed the first part of 2
memarable double — T went on to
win Burghley,

To win twice out of just three
runs at Bramham means the event
obviously holds a special place in
my affections. I will never forget
the wondertul photograph
published i the Yorkshire Posi
after one of my victorics, showing
Jester with his ears pricked on our
lap of honour — that summed it up
completely,”

MARY KING

(First and second

in advanced section 1988)
I TOOK Krng e
Cuthbert on as an
intermediate with
a rather in-
consistent record
and a habit of
falling over. :
Bramham in 1986 was our first
three-day together and it wasn't
all plain sailing. | had the “flu and
had lost weight, so there was a
mad panic trying to find a weight
cloth just 20 minutes before | was
due on Phase A. Cuthbert then

Mary King, who achieved a one-two in

- the advanced saction in 1986 with King

-Cuthbert and Silverstone {pictured)

7 ;ll_kgr,e_. Blyth Tait and Aspyring, CCl ;
“winners in 1994. e




Above: Tuffy Tilly about to achieve a
career best by winning the CCA on
Lauriman in 1981. Below: Tanya
Longson and Pink Fizz, first in the
Young Rider section in 1984,

S

BRAMHAM’

shot out of the cross-country
start box before he had been told
to go, so | wasted valuable
seconds bringing him back round
again. Nevertheless, he shot
round the course like a bullet and
we pulled up into the lead.

My other horse, Silverstone,
lay in third after the cross-
country. The next day the latter
show jumped clear and when
poor Andrew Harris, lying second,
had a disaster | knew | had won
the competition anyway. With the
pressure off, Cuthbert show
jumped clear to win.

I've always liked Bramham,
particularly its great parties. One
year | had a "lerry warming”
party.

Any drink brought was poured
into a huge bowl and the game
was to take out bits of fruit
without using your hands!

Everyone got rather merry and
John Poole's wife fell down the
lorry steps as she was leaving
and was lucky not to break her
leg!”

SHARON LEMON

[CCh winner 19340)
“T BOUGHT Oh Nicholas, a
speedy and ¢lever Thoroughbred
with a touch of pony, from a
dealer who was later wesicd for
stealing! Micholas was originally
my Pony Club horse, but he
coped with the trunsition to BHS
evenling.

I first competed at Bramham
in 1989, when we lay in T8th
place after the dressage! [ went to
June Bartle for lessons as a result
and the next year we lay 14th
alter the first phase. Conditions
were dreadfol on
country, but Nicholas added just
(L8 of a time penally and moved
easily into the lead. We didn’t
nead the two fence advanlage we
had going into the show jumping.

Micholas  was  fourth  at
Bramham the following year and

the cross-

CHAMPIONS

I ran him twice at Burghley, bul
each time he was lame after the
steeplechasc. Sadly he died of
colic in 1992,

1 have had other eventing
successes since, but your first big
win is always the best, and
winning Bramham was even
more special for me because
Nicholas was my best friend.”

PIPPA FUNNELL
(Winner 1992 with Metrenome)
"I LED after the
cross-country the
year before my
win, but the next
day in the show
jumping, during a &
terrible thunder &8
storm, | had three fences down. It
was just awful, but great to be
able to go back the following
year and win. Another disastrous
thing happened to me in 1987. 1
was lying third in the Young
Riders after cross-country with
Sir Barnaby, but | missed a fence
out in the show jumping and was
eliminated — just as Richard
Walker was in the CCIL.
| have had some great times
at Bramham, though. It's a lovely,
hospitable three-day event, with
a nice course, good going and a
great atmosphere.”

Did you know...?

In 1828 Bramham house was
gutted by fire and lay in ruins
unitil restoration began in 1906.

Laura Jennings was one of the
unluckiest Young Riders at
Bramham. Her horse Time Watch
Was spun two years in succession
at the final vets' inspection,
including in 1996 when she was
leading the competition and trying
to emulate her sister Lucy's victory
in. 1992,

]|



MHAM'S CHAMPIONS

KRISTINA GIFFORD
(Winner Young Riders National
Championship in 1991 and CCl in 1993)
“MY VICTORY in the Young Riders
National Championship with
Smithstown Lad was my first
major Young Rider win, although
I had won medals at Junior level

with Song And Dance Man

| Did you know...?

Only four riders from overseas
have won at Bramham over the
25 years. After Bruce Davidson's
victory in 1974, it was another
16 years before a foreign
competitor (France's Didier
Seguret with Lotoise) would
take the spoils. During the last
four years, overseas riders have
won twice — Blyth Tait for New
Zealand in 1994 and Australia's
Andrew Hoy in 1997,

—_— ———

Smithstown Lad was originally
bought for my brother Nick, but |
eventually took him on. Quite
often he was chosen in
preference to Song And Dance
Man for teams because he was
better at dressage.

General Jock's victory in the
CCl in 1993 was a surprise, After
buying him at Doncaster Sales as
a four-year-old, | broke and
produced him myself, but he had
done few competitions and |
remember travelling up to
Bramham thinking that it would
be nice if he just went well. |
never dreamed of winning.

We were one of only two
combinations to go clear across
country inside the time — we
even won the prize for finishing
closest to the optimum — and as
a result we rocketed to the top of
the leaderboard. We had a show
jump down the next day, but still
managed to beat the dressage

and

leaders Nolan

Cartoon.”

Pippa

ANDREW HOY
{CCl winner 1997)

“I  HAD ridden
Swizzle In  just
once before
Bramham — for a
rather inauspicious
cross-country _
schooling session A
during which he was pretty
unwilling, He then had time off
and 1 next got on him during
Bramham week. It was only after a
good dressage test that | felt T was
in with a chance. He jumped a
great clear round the next day and
on the Sunday was unbelievable —
he almost jumped me off in the
collecting ring and then ballooned
every show jump i the arena.

Swizzle In was sold after
Bramham, but fortunately 1
retained the ride,”

ROLL OF HONOUR

1974
Standard Sterling
Paddy
{Bruce Davidson, USA}
Standard Bank
Ruan (Nick Straker)
Junigr Section
Sunshine Girl
(Miss ) Davies)

1975
Standard Sterling
Jacob lones
iRichard Meade)
Standard Bank
Don Carlos
{Mrs C Graham)
Maovice Griffin
Scintinella
{P Carrington)
Novice Guineas
Blarney Stone
{Miss H Stapleton)

1970
Standard Sterling
Ritudyr Rose
{Andrew Harris)
Movice Gold
Jonathan Courage
{J Carder-Geddes)
Movice Griffin
Marksway Carver
Doone (Mrs M Wallace)

1977
Standard Sterling
The Abbat
(Sandy Pfleuger)
EBank Standard
Montego Bay
{Nick Straker)
Novice Gold
Mombasa
{Miss € Middleton)
Novice Griffin
Soldier Blue
(Mrs W White)

1978
Standard Sterling
Castlewellan
{Judy Bradwell)
Band Standard
John Of Gaunt
{Richard Walker)
MNovice Gold
Wildacre Kestrel
{Debbie Munrowd)
Movice Griffin
Liverpool Bay
(Charlie Micklem)

1979
Standard Section
Rescator
(Gillian Fleming-
Williams)

Bank Standard
Priceless
(Ginny Holgate)
Novice Gold Bobalong
{Celia Ross-Taylor)

Novice Griffin
Mina (Judy Bradwell)

1980
Standard Section
Claughton
(John Marsden)
Sterling Section
Fighting Fifth
(Robin Cayzer)
Movice Griffin Banana
{(Hendrik Wiegersma)
Novice Guineas
Sparrowhawk i
(Ginny Strawson)

1941
CCA Lauriman
(Tuffy Tilly)
Sterling Section
Asian Princess
{Maureen Piggot)
Gold Section
Honeymead
{K Woolrych)

Griffin Section
Cundall Knight
{Phillip Johnson)
Guineas Section

Zeus (Jonquil Sainsbury)

1982
CCA Barnabus
{Jane Dobson-Seaton)
Standard Sterling
Minsmore
{Ginny Strawsan}
Standard Silver
Filou {Lorma Clark)
Movice Gold Fezantey
{Fiona Stewart)
Movice Griffin
High Brow
[Linda Laidig)
Movice Guineas
Millie Too
(Belinda Bull)



Sterling winners in 1978; Gillian Fleming-Williams and Rescator,
on their way to victory in 1979; John Marsden, on Claughton,
receives his prize in 1980.

Did you know...?

lan Stark's victory in 1996 with Forest Glen signalled the
end of a five-year run for lan without a major three-day
event success.

Four Bramham winners, Jacob Jones {1975), Priceless
{1979), Sir Wattie {1983} and Cosmopolitan Il {1995},
went on to compete at the Olympics. Bramham winners
The Irishman, Priceless and Sir Wattie all went on to win

Badminton.
1983 1985 1988 Maticnal Championship 1995
CCA Advanced Section CCl King's Jester (Jane Smithstown Lad CCl Cosmopolitan 1|
The Gamesmastar Deansland (lan Stark) Thehwall) (Kristina Gifford) MWilliam Fos-Pit)

(Robert Lemieux)
Young Riders’ National
Champianship
Mr Moon
{onouil Sainsbury)
Standard Section
Sir Wattie (lan Stark}
British lunior
Champianship
Spirit Of Calvados
{Sybilla Ambler)

1984
CCA Globetrotter
(Richard Walker)
Advanced
Charlie Brown IV
(lan Stark)
Young Riders’ Section
Pink Fizz
iTanya Longson)

Young Riders'
MationalChampionship
Streetlighter
{Helen Dgden)

1956
Advanced Section
King Cuthbert
iMary Thamson)
Young Riders' National
Championship
Friday Fox
[Rachel Hunt)

1987
Fou CCI King's Jester
[lane Thelwall)
Lane CCl
The Irishman
(Rodney Powell}
Young Riders' Maticnal
Champicnship
Master Chester
(Katie Parker)

Young Riders”
National Championship
Highland Road
[Pally Lyan)

LEHGD
CCl Lotoise
(Diclier Sequret, FRA)
Young Riders’
National Championship
Fair Sharo
[Claire Bowley)

1990
CC1 Oh Nicholas
{Sharon Lemaon}
Young Riders’
Mational Championship
Folly's Last (Folly Lyon)

1991
£l Welton Chitchat
(Ginry Leng)
Young Riders'

1992
CCI Metronome
iPippa Malan)
Young Riders'
Mational Champicnship
Diamond Padlar
ILucy Jennings)

1993
CCl General Jock
(Kristina Gifford)
Young Riders'
Mational Championship
James Frederick
tSarah Cutteridge)

1994
CCl Aspyring
{Blyth Tait, NZL)
Young Riders'
Mational Championship
Vital Decision
(Terry Boon)

Young Riders'
Mational Championship
Heron's Flight
{Lucy Kemplay)

1996
CCl Forest Glen
{lan Stark)
Yaung Riders’
Hational Championship
Heron's Flight
{Lucy Kemplay)

1997
CCl Swizzle In
(Andrew Hay, AUS)
Young Riders’
Mational Championship
Irish Skater
{ulie Robinson)
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HOUSEHOLD BREWING IN YDRKBE_IRE IN THE 17th CENTURY

An extract with a réfercnce to the Brewhouse at Brambam Park.

(kindly supplied by Leeds City Hnéaum . Archives Dept., )
........... gites of forme: gardens, that E?_Wn Hali '&avin;_l;;en i
recovered from the ruins pf a_goitagé on the nearby hillside for example.
It is more likely, -howevVer. “that most of the hops were brought up from
more-feMile counties of th: south and midlande for sale in Yosrshire. This
is certainly suggesated by t.e inventories of such traders as-Edmund Bothomoly

‘a Slaithwsite chapman, wh: held twenty-four quartere of hops worth £8 00

in his shop in 1668, or as fochn Webster, 2 Doncaster grocer, who stocked 'an
End of Hops' in 1874. ¥o: the eighteenth century the evidence of this trade

is much meore common, re<quests for consignmente of hops frequemly being
made by numerous Yorksh re household t » their relations, magters or .

agents in Loadon: 'l wigh you would send a hundred weight of hope next

Friday per the Carryer' w-ote Mr. Sparks of Bramham Park to his colleague,.
Mr. Coulter of London on October 14th, 1727, and these arrived 2 few weeks
later having been depositec for him in a Leeds warchouse.

Havmg asgsamble i the essantial Lngredxanti brewing could cmnmence,
The brewhouse itself woul!' be equipped with a full mmplement of the :
requigite vessels, these mcluclinga copper, a getter or gantry, a muskias, . - -
2 tense, & lead, a cuu]er,h lefat, mi&mi or tundisw’ # n?‘unataly .
it hus pme;dw ‘the use and'consiruction of these various |
—pieces of equipment from ¢ ﬁntempmr}f acoount Bmkn W

The most imporiant item was undnuhtedly the copper. This.” [
was a huge open-topped pa: mounted mmdg substantial sheath of manunar;
above a fire-graie or 'furnace'. As the n suggests, it was usually g
constructed from plates of copper rivetted ther and hammered to the *
required shape, but some were made with iesden upper sections ag at me
Park where 'The Diameter of the Copper at the bottom ig 3 foot: 7 Innm at
the Nails i.e.' rivets that nails the Lead and Copper together 4ft: 1} i:!e:l;4
The Depth.from the Nails 1o the Bottomf 11t: 5jIng. The Diarmeter at the-t lop

5ft: 63 Ins. The Depth of the Lead to the Copper Naile 2 f:34 Ins. fa'f'_‘ h

The water for brewing was either pumped d.lrectl:r mtn ﬁ»‘cdpper
alon g a wooden guiter running from ‘the pump-head, or else 1a'b
raised bucketful by bucketful from an open wall. When the co g;llimut ha
full a fire was kindled in the grate, and the wnter heated almodt i
point.. A iap #i ibhe b&ttomni{' the capper wa# then npened and tﬁw_m:n.ﬂ:ants run
off intd the maskfat, This was a wille couper-made tub ('at the tdp' the
diameter is 4 f1; 3 ins. and the Depth is 3 fi.’), which contained alt
which had been rendered down 1o 8 meal-like texture by means of ﬂ'_‘f
dgmestic malt grater or by the services of a professional grist miller.
Uging a paddle, the malt and water were thoroughly mashed together and
allowed to stand for an hour or more to =llow the water to absorb the
sweet soluble elements of the malt. The maskfat was then tapped and the

NI ONIMTHY




lgquor drained off into '"The lead under i1 § ft: 4 ins. Long and 3 ft: 5 ins. Deep
From this trough the liquor was raised hack into the copper where it was
beiled with hops to impart a characterisiic bitter flavour and to improve

its keeping qualities. After one hour's careful boiling the liguid, now
called wort, weas run off throagh a bhorse-hair temee or sjieve into the
wogden 'Cooler 13 ft: 9 ins. long, 5 fi: 8; Ins., broad and 9% ins, deep,
where it rapidly cocled in autumn and winter to between fifty five and

sixty degrees fahrenheit. At this temperature it was finally drained off

into the gylefat, a further wobden tub intc which the ysast culture was
introduced to start the fermentation. Slowly a lLight flowery head appeared
across the surfact of the waort, this gradually thickening to form a yellow-
white crust which aubeided over the next two days. The beer was now ready
for casking, a baler and funnel being used to transfer it into the barrel,
great care being taken not to disturb the sediment remaining at the bottom
of the gylefat, Ferm2ntation often continued for a while after the beer had
been casked, and for this reason a small apouted {ub called a tun-dish

was placed under the barrel toc collect the overflowing beer, this later being
poured back into the barrel through a bung-hole at the top. When fermentation
bad finally ceased a bung was driven tightly in piace, and the beer left to
mature for a peried ranging: frﬂm & few weeka to a few yeara depending on
the nature of the hr&w

These basic met‘hnda uf brewmg were seldom written down, for brewing was a
regular seasonal cccurrence, and anyone living in & large household would
have been ghble to learn the {echniques simply by chservation. Even so,
the ability to brew was an art, not everyone being equally successful.
Thomas Fleming giwes a good illustration of this in a letter writien from
Bramham Park to his masgter, Lord Bingley, in Leonden; ‘I am safraid

of venturing Barah to Brew' he writes, ' for a weelk after you were gone
ghe had all her Brewing things to wash up. Margeret la-.;rn you promised
her she could Brew, but I fear she is ag bad as Sarah.  If you think fit

I will send for Marjery again for she understands BErewing the best of them
all.' Perhaps she could alsc brew some of the more spetialised beers

-and ales recorded in Yorkshire receipe books, these incliuding rook or cock

ale, for which the entire bird wae skinned, pounded, and added to the wort,
dock ale and orange small beer, containing herbal or fruit flavourings, or
even bragget. a etrong ale enriched with honey, liguorice, anniseed, cloves,
pepper and nutmegs, '

Unlike these famous ales, Yorkshire cider was of little reputs, even though
it had certainly been made here during the medieval period, as shown by the
huge circular pressing-trough in the middle of the cloisters at Fountsine
Abbey.

Probably the earlier ciders todk the form of a sour extract of crab-apples
known ag verjuice, this being occassionally mentioned in locsal inventories.
The first part of the cider-making process consisted of crushing the apples
to extract their juice, but there are very few documentary references to
cider presses. The inventory of William Myddilton of Stockeld of 1578
included 'one apple crusche'., and a 1683 receipe from Methley for grape
wine instructed that the fruit should be putinto ...... .
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If you want to see what a grand garden looked like
hefore the craze for naturalistic landscaping swept
through the Enghsh landowning classes, go o
Bramham Park in Yorkshire. Examples of this
style are more common on the contment, but
there are very few lefi here: you can count them
on the fingers of one hand. They are the sort
of places that were considered thoroughly old-
fashioned by the time Jane Austen was writing.
From the second half of the 18th century, fashion
dictared that houses were best ser off by a sea of
open grass. How refreshing, then, to find that the
Lane Foxes, who have lived at Bramham for
nearly 30 years, chose to buck the trend.

Both house and garden were created by
Robert Benson. The son of a Yorkshire lawyer,
he became MP for York Ciry in 1705, He mar-
ried well, rose to high office as Chancellor of the
Exchequer and Treasurer of the Royal House-
hald, and was created Baron Bingley m 1713,
The house, built berween 16958 and 17140, was
inspired by the ltalian villas Bingley had seen
on the Grand Tour. He was also inspired by the
work of the French landscape designer André
e Nétre, who created the gardens atVersailles.

The avenues, ornamental lakes and cascades
that Bingley laid out in Yorkshire were all in the
grand formal style. But even as he drew up the
plans, garden geometry was going out of fashion.
Lord Shafteshury had begun to quesdon the
“formal mockery” of the style, and Pope and



Ade ampromng the revolt aga

formal. But formal Bramham remained, and if

Bingley were alive today he would still reco
his handiwork, althou; : be surprised

o sec : «<dgres lining his avenues

Instead of calling in Capability Brown, Lord
Bingleys daughter Harriet, who inherited the
place and married George Fox (later
then Lane Fox), was quite happy to continue
to ornament her father’s landscape. The couple
added several remples and an to concentrate
on the woodland in the area known as Bl
Fen. One of the memarkable things about
Bramham is that it was created on the poorest
of moorland, and Black Fen 15 a reminder of
that trivmph of man over nature, The vistas are

. From the Obelisk Ponds across to Bl
s a distance of a mile, and the ‘garden’ covers

() acres in total.

In winter the leafless trees, the russet-brown
stretches of grass and sheets of glitter-
ing water have a mystery thar s lacking
15 more crowded with incident and colour.
This iz a contemplative place, a place out of nme.

The beech leaves emerging in spring create

such an intensely coloured light that a wall at
almost lik: r underwater. In

unmmer, the wurf of the avenues

“wild flowers, studded with milk-

worl and campion and half a dozen kinds of
chid. And thoogh any woodland is beantiful




. Partsof the_-'-i-
: garden_ ook much:
'as they mus. __ h_awe

Bth century, when

the Bangiey trees

in the autumn, Bramham copses of oak and
beech, enclosed by the emormous hedges, are
especially so.

This is forest gardening, a genre with which
very few people are familiar, but which genera-
tions of Lane Foxes have practised. After the
gales in 1962 blew down more than 400
beeches, they were replanted by Joe and Marcia
Lane Fox, whose son George stll lives at
Bramham. Those Sixties beeches are now at
their best, making parts of the garden look
much as they must have done in the mid-18th
century, when the Bingley trees were beginning
to mature,

At the centre of this rare survival are two more
generations of Lane Foxes — Nick and Rachel,
and their five children. Looking after the folie de
grandeur of your ancestors may seem an unlikely
occupation for a pair of thirtysomethings in the
21st century, but there they are, cheerfully learn-
ing about allfes and waterworks, facing up to
dangerous trees and crumbling buildings. That
is perhaps the most remarkable thing about
Bramham — such dedication of one family over
three centuries is almost as rare as the antique
style of gardening. With the help of a professional
garden designer — Patrick James of the Land-
scape Agency, who is drafting plans for the
creation of a garden archive and for the restora-
tion of ponds, garden buildings and overgrown
rides — it looks as thourh the Lane Foxes and

AT AL

f}i‘;




i
i
;
5
] y°
EIvE
Fg :
A

e T

-

5 THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH MAGAZINE
2% FEERUARY OO0



. | e o
e M Vo L

T
: ;,W,Mr%wf [

by g s .
iy ..‘. grmwe g i . A & ........J.H.._r..l.r_.ﬁ.. T
i o AR = : - B e ad BFL LY W
e . x e fastr o LA
e, SR s it SR s
e a4 L ¥ i g
i e

AT

Pl Sl

B RN < T e, v

e R T
Bl G g . e x- < -
- .l.
L - | /
- i L T
. o [T . s
L I ko i
o TELENE S, TR
- - x - e a
B i o RS
e e e F el
= g v
et B =

QP | T E L TR
._n.w..... R TP ik o A A S R

........ — Al l...u.d.l.-lr.l.._. \.... o : it
A SIS e SV it T e i

e e | | LT P e
ST IR T R TN Y T T e N s
...r._u-.d.l._..l...ﬁ__n..._...lahgl”dl!__l... TR e~ <P

(8 S it -

i i
e 5
i e

St T T

e LR AT e



=
a
=
-
w
=
b
.
&
x
o
w
=
E




HORSE SENSE

Anthony Skinner visits the village of Bramham
on the eve of 1ts famous international horse trials

HE village of Hramham has played
host o casmapolitan
charserers during is Jony hislory,
The Roamans buile a villa there and
construeted o rogd througeh the place. The
Hattle of Bramham Moor was fought locallv
during the War of the Roses in DIOS when
the Duke of Morthumberland -Father of Harry
Hatspur  whe was  immertalised  in

BT

fitl

Photographs: Bill Wilkinson

Shakespeare’s Henre [V - was killed. There
15w mernorial o Do en the Tadeastar Koad.

Croanwel ] won one of the crucial battles ol

the English Civil War only six miles away at

Murston Moor in [edd, planning Tns war

strateey lrom his military beadguarters at the
Sun Inn between Woetherby and York,

The Suxons crected the lOrst woeaden
church and also s laree oval graveyard al

Aboree: AN Sonds clarch
Lafi: Meond Mes Love Foooon the ervaee

e e evise

Brambam, which received an honourable
mention i the Demesday Book campaled by
the Morman congquerars in [O86.

And Bramham - despite its picturs
posteard charm - was once guite a busy
inclustrial centre with brickworks. gasworks,
Teatherworks amd rhe ke, They o tarn
uttracted rers people 1o the village.

Brambam hios nol been short ol residents
forr the Tast 2000 years, Tn PSO0 there were
araud SO0 inhabitans and in Tasd more
than 12000 The pepulation dropped e under
[0 earlier thas cantury bue there hes heen o
AU per conl inerense i the last 13 vears and a
[air numnber of mew Bouses have been ol o
satisly the demands of those who want to
crjoy the country wir amd escellent motorway
links al the same e, Brambeon nese los a
population of around [L400 - big enoogh Lo
support £ primary school and three pubs,

The read nelwork has contribored
imimensely to Brumham™s Tortenes, The
village is within a few miles of several
rolorwiys and the Cirean Sorthe Road - once
e ol the busiest thoreugh lres in England -
passed right threeeh the centre until 1962
when the first of two bypasses was buill
Mo al least villagers are able te cross the
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The gardens at
Bramham Park arc
regarded as some of the
finest in England and
on a par with
Hampton Court

ragul inrelanive salery.

And aver the Tast 24 vears Bramham his
found Hsclf en the international equestrin
map s the home of one of the wp horse
cvents an England, and indeed Farape. The
Rramham International Three Day Event,
Beld amid the stately splendour of Bramham
Park. wntracts top riders froom all aver the
world, Mone than 200K peaple are expected
ta walch  them  tackle
steeplechase, o gruelling cross country course
and showiumping against the clock aver four
davs of exciting competition Trem Jume 12-
15, There is alse a large country Tair, with
terrier wnd lurcher racing, archery, dogp and
cun competition et on e lust day,

This s the 24tk vear the Herse Trials have
Bewen heled at Brambam Park, the home of an
ald cstablished ¥orkshise family.

Al this vear proomises (o be s

I even by
Brambam™s <tandards, For the first time

dressage. a

i

.3"":":1:/"

i

Cuptain Mark Phillips. ea hosband ol Princess

Anne, has designed the slaming- sapping cross
country section with 33 obstacles arranged
arvund o Tour ks course,

The riders will have licde opportunily w
admire the spectacular scenery but the
lamalscape al Brambam is well worth sesing.
The howse tsell wos buaill o TASE and i1s
gardens luid out over the Tollowing 30 years
by Robert Benson. First Lord Binglesy, He

O L TR J 1 '
was MP ror Yok, British Ambassador 1o
Spanin aned treasorer we pwo maorchs - (Queen
Anne, whe visited him at Brambam, and
Cierge 11 The young Benson completed his
cducation wiith a Grand Towr of Eorape, a
commaen practice in those davs T the sons
af the aristecracy and the wealthy, What he
s during his trip -particulacly Nalian
achitecture and French parden desian

Became the inspivation for s aarden al

&l
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Bramham. It was essentially French and
formal bur adapted inoa relased and entirely
English munner, The garden 15 still almaost
completely orgmal. perhaps the only large

seale Torn

al warden 1o sorvive wnchanged
from the carly Dath century.

Among its delights are a Round Howse
temple, 10000 abelisk, o chapel originally
huilt as an erangery. Gothic temple, a 2040
stane urn depicting the four scasons, a
number of stunring vistas and two miles of
2511 hagh keech hedges which used to tike
rwoomen all year o clip bat which are now
fimished i pust none weeks with modern
machinery

The house itself has not enjoved such a
tranguil fistory, George Lane Fos, the fourth
generation of the Tamily who inherited the
stately pile in 1821, was not micknamed “The
Ciambler”
the Prince Kegent™s havd dreinking, hard
sambling circle and he crippled (e Camily

with his extravagimee, His son spent most of

his lile repaying these debls estimated al
£175.0000, | 1
equivalent  tn many
rol s an today™ s wermes,

“The Gambler™s' had

luck at cards meant the 01 theé Prince Regent's
hard drinking ¢
and lost more than
£175,000 gambling ™"

Farmily conlad not alfend Lo
rebuild their mansion
house when mest of it
wias destroved by fire in
[82%. For 80 wears
Bramham Park was an empty shell until in
P Gearpe Richard Fox rarsed enoagh
money toorecreale The hoose as closely as
possible e the orginal Queen Anne design.
Mo Fox owas an MP for 23 yvears and a
Government Minster

The bowse s an architectural triumph
pratsed By no less an authority than Professor
Nikolius Povaner, who was cven more
complitnentary about the gardens. He wrote:
“They are with Hampton Cowrt and perhaps

far nothing. Tle was a member of

One 19th century
ancestor was a Iﬂﬁlnbﬁl‘ ald established Bramharn

Brambham Park

ane or bwo others the moest
remarkable cxample in England
of the planning of o pack in the
French manner of Toos KTV

Brambint Park s hoseever nol
as lurge as vou mighl cxpecl.
This is because rthe first Lord
Bingley plunned 10 as o summer
house, o place w entertzin his
fricnds when the roval Courr and
Sarliament were not sitking.

Bramham is now the home of
anather Georze Lane Fox who
lives there wath his wite Vienon
el other members of the Lonily,
The couple buve three sens and o
pronwing number of arandehildren
so Lhe estate Tocks w be o good
hands for the fubare.

Mioand Mes Lane Fox oare a
charming couple wheo are steeped
i e countes Tive god who love
W Brnhenn, Mre Lane Fox s o Dormer
chiaarmoan of Brambam Parish Counci] und he
and his wifc have both
served as masters of the

T

Hunt.

liarh are keen riders -

‘irele f'--lul:"LlLru.' fur. is @ lormer

efficer in o cavalry

regiment, as s s eldest

and they theroughly

chjow having the

Bramham Horse Trials on their land - with

the event bringing in much needed incoms
[,

Brumham is one of only 14 three star
equastnan events in the world, just thres of
them in Britain and only Badminton is
rumbcd higher in this country.

The village wtself recks of tradition and a
sense of continuity. Thers are three pubs, all
with solid, reasswringly English names such
#5 the Red Lion, White Horse and White

Swan. And the street names are splendidly
.x1|1'.'_.1lc oo Town HEIL Lowe Wy, Vicar
Lane, Back Streetr. Hligh Street.

Al Saimts Church is an impressive
building constructed in the reign of William
I abowrt TTO0L wath o Lavge pact ol a0 dating
[rom the T4th and Facth centuries. T has a
spire om top of its tower but the church bells
are in need of restoration and have oot rmng
ot o o vear or two.

The willage™s full mame = Brambam com
Ololethorpe. Bramham means hamested
mmwny the bramildes o words o that el
The Chelethorpe part comes Crom the name of
i lamily who owned Targe amounes of Tand
aronc the time ol the Morman Congues,

Brambim woday is 2 mix of the old and the
mew. Tt has o village square with o nicely
kepr war memorial adormed with flower tibs
and there are some [ovely ald cotfages Tl
of the Tocal Brambam stone, which gives off
a pinkish buee i the evening when the sun is
lovws, Bhor therve are alse some modern




The tough cross country
course has been
redesigned by Captain
Mark Phillips, former
husband of
Princess Anne

crnnunly
plisn In

I am tolkd s
k. the Morth

The villuge centre




George Lane Fox in his study

February 2001
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ESTATE WAGON WAS FUNERAL BIER

Lord Bingley Buried in Village Churchyard

Freamg  Pst R&‘porfrr

HE funeral of Lord Bingley, of Bramham Park, near Tadcaster,
one of ¥Yorkshire's hest-known public men, took place to-day
At the early 1Tth century village chucch of All Saints, Bramham,

A Aday, Lovd Bingley wonld hﬂ.?r EEC -2 L

It wra the funerni of & simic.
coulilry gentleman, aad 1L was falbh- |
CIully carried out s ne Dlmseld hoed
BITAN OO,

Liat Mouday, Lord Bingley ealled Lhe
cstata Dalllff, Alberh Hogers, to his’
hdadde and eald. "1 teal 1 hawe gob-
tn sha end of iy days, and T want vou
12 take me down there o e esbabe |

wagenl and maleh me s peir of hovses
i Jou can”

< Old Stone Waa’uu !

Bg 1t wna that Normsan Blrdsal! and
HBC[‘I.‘}' ‘Kitchsh, two edtnbe  workers,
- Iedtdo dapplegrey shiee mares down

H.'lE Tlilhge alroel too u.n; drawlip 1
By, 0l mLobe wapon,” Enl dray and
"vile of the obdech Larm vehlcles an the
aatate, os I carrled & plaln  ank
qo - 0plfin made by the foreman  eptate

- bner., Alfrsa Magh L ;
Lonp J‘H\ﬂl.l-"‘lu"ﬂ LAST JUIJ]EE}{ Hg Cutlin, arav by hobse ,Fr«-m. g‘-' ar. Adfrea in_and hls inaw
ﬂ"-

LLE VT E T R min of the
The eaiale, arglves Le nl! Fip I|'|m:I'- m{,‘g :.::ﬂl Fin m;*'in?umm
------ =l . -‘Iﬂ:-:mri flowgrs. "i*
[pbher Towers. -

' Edtate W-:-;-lm- Bearers -

& famll . Wire La.ﬂ_-;
: “ﬁf thls o1 TaL. nrg‘ the
Hon, Mre P, Lo '}l'bli i
j taaa, My, K, nnd, the Hon, M, Pieeing
Y e, “the Homn. Mt O, Phckes, With IJ:I:I'd

uixl Lindy Mallfax, the Hon, B I
Woid, and’ Foe, CHETeEE W nm!
Mra, Woodd, |
Tislite nirl.-.‘.lu]!- nod membere of the
Lousenold wers  with  them, bnd
pmeng those whe imd. cecded Lhem

‘Anta gha Il v m filbea 15

Lo overllowing &¢ 'mlt many - Atood
ioutside for the ﬁﬂr‘ﬂm. were Lard

) Ma“" b Elx eltate’
bl Kenneth Atiri fyraod-

nalg Thoth peon ner,

B, nm“":"'{““ J"h’fﬁﬁ'm: }?mlcg-

dyers). Charioa Birdsall and - Willlam

‘Thompagn { nere). - The sarvies '
Wi Eamkdin h'_v the ‘ifi:a.r, Rev, P R
g -Bhep L.

tia . - High'  *Cilroihisn '.’ Liovd |
E:ngll-_l.r had ! l.alrm oM g qut:lm
eri-wg. wjllchl;u o8] bedfdrg 1lae
willage seTY wrl lixky i
at Hraniliaty . f'ark ','L'l:iai w;sm«:mu :EE:
:Iu-..ted_ hy the Vicar, .

The podil {

was Iadd to rest in
nq:-uhbd familyr gmw, “ander Fie

e
lresgs ut
rhl.irl:'l'iu}"?lm 'Hbjr Dﬂsa L thé “LNCI



Village ll -fH

We visit Bramham as its
famous park prepares to
formally open its gardens
Photography:
Jeremy Phillips
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his handsome vou
lennings  tell
incumbent of Brambam Park
it for it, a stockbroker in Le
nmuter him
m )

have a common v
through them.
f iticned sioc
. Lane B
.. He talks appealingly
hamed he now 15 to
wnl eight,

— that there was “nothing 1o ]
the park. & Top picture: Al Saivs ©
He married the Honourahle Above: Clockiower at tf
tachel Baring in L9589 ar
uple have five children.
reminding me of the Ingilly famil
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akin to the

pspitlalily
e m

1 the pub
chaprer in the history of

e i RN P s

explains.
would be nice




The young Lane Foxes are
starting to dip their 1oes
into the conference and

corporate hospitality
market — just a few days
before my visit they’d had
fireworks for a group [rom

NatWest

W=l RLE LICE Faboa
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Top right inser:
The coar af
arms

FLeff: The
Library and
below: The Euxt
e, which ix
wierd cx g
difing room

nicknamed “The Gambler’ — there was a
greal fire, which gutted most of the
hense. 11 lay empty for almost 80 vears
before renovations — including removing
trees which had seeded themselves in the
fromt steps — were started {ihe cambling
debts had to be paid off first). The fumily
moved back to the house in 1907, where
they have stayed ever since,

Nick™s father, another George Lane
Fox, lives with the young family and,
together with his late wife Vicloria,
staried the now lamous Bramham
International Three-Day Event 27 vears
ago. A stagpering 60000 people are
cxpected af this vear's test ol horse and
rider, which lakes place betwesn Junc
Bth and 11ch.

Here we pick up another thread of
Bramham®s overall cobweb, that of the
traditional indusirics of horses, farming
and forestry. The park has not escaped
being buffeted by the current roral crises,

Recemly the foresory depariment was
closed down, but the agent was guick to
puint out that one worker is now being
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The gardens at
Bramham Park
are open to the
public from
Febhruary 2nd to
September Mith,
from 1.30am to
S.30pm — with last
admissions at Spm
- seven days a
week, Admission is
children
16 and
pensioners  £1.95
and under 55 Ir
The house itsell
open Lo proups by
prior are ement.
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One house fits a

A couple and their five children fina that there's room for everyone at Grandad's place. By Jonny Beardsal

‘I WAS about 10 when I remember
sAving to my mother, “I'm bored,
there's nothing to do here.” How
could T over have said that? says Mick.
with a pained sigh. Leaving the
children wy Ashfingers in the kitchen, 1
follow Mick and Rachel pust the
sunken parterre into 4 dreamy garden’
of walks and wistas, architectural
features and reflecting water. Hidden
behind a high beech hedge, an old
tenmis courl has been avergrown by the
thistles lfarcing their way up through
the baseline tarmac.

Mick is the 10th direct descendant of
Robert Benson, whoe built Brambam
in 1698, As a voung man, Benson was
seni off on the Grand Tour where,
smmitten with Talian Palladio
architecture and French garden design,
he was inspired to try something
spectacular in Yorkshire on his return.
It wus so spectacular that it took until
1710wy complele, From the outside,
it leoks impossibly stately, hat for
the family's Famows Five, it must be
fif growing up in 4 house with a

labyrinth of corridors, passages and
secret slairways.

Mick married Rachel in 1989, when
she lmished university, After he lett
the Army i 1993, they moved intoe a
smaller wing of the house. Two vears
later his mother died swldenly, so they
moved in with his father, “Mum and
Dad had been ractling round here lor
u while, He was of a peneration that
was nol oo good about cooking for
wsell)” Mick explains, as we head inside.

T was beginfing Li» make more
and more decisions before Mum
died. [ think Dad felt that this wus
the moment to let me in.” For almost
4 yeur, Nick wondered if he might
run Brambam's 0,508 acres of [2rms
and forestry Tull-time, “1'm more
the interfering type. AL Dirst,

I'd be driving to supper and woull

see a fenee rail down and couldn™
resisL stopping to fix g, L soon

aaw that lewving the day-to-day
management o an agent is a better
solution, so 1 trained as a stockbraker.
Few things have changed, but T foel as

Mick Lane Fox,
36, his wife,
Rachel, 32, and
children, Sophie,
nine, George,
eight, Freddy,
six, Charlie, four,
and Harry, twa,
live with his
father, George,
59, at Bramham
Park, West
Yorkshire

JOHA AHCTSIH
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though TFve got more of a hold.”

George, who has 2 kind face, ruddy
checks and a wodge of grey hair, is
having tea with his fishman, who pulls
up here in & van every week. He still
organises the shoot in winter and the
Brambam International Three-Diy
Event in summer, a competition he has
steered since its inception in-1974, Nick
does not interfere. *Everything else he
lets me get on with, but if it’s an
amaring decision, of course I discuss il
with bim. s his place till he dies, if he
Wanes it that way.”

Mick purrs off to Leeds in his silver
soll-lop Audi Quattro at 7.13am sharp,
lewving Rachel to deal with children,
the house and the garden. “With a live-
in manny and a howsckeeper next door,
this is & very busy place, Sometimes |
wonder if' T can even go to the lavatory
without someone bumsting in,’ Rachel
jokes, She has an ofTice in which she
makes executive decisions but might
bounce them off Johnny, the agent, or
Mick in the ofTwe. “Hah! I'm trying
to decide whether 1o buy Glaxo when
Rachel calls me about plumbing,’
reasons her husband.

Bramham Park is open Lo visitors,
bul to see the house people musl ring
and hook, “Our last group spotied the
standhby light had been left on on the
relevision,” savs Mick. “They loved that,
they thought it made il look lived in,
Well, it is lived in.” Werv lived in. This
alternown, the drawing-room sofas are
draped with lurchers and a West
Highland terrier. “We had to ban them
from the kitchen afler the healih and
hyeiene man raised his evehrows when
we wanted to start domg dimners for
visiting Americans,” savs Rachel.

There is little demarcation belween
Cieorge"s living space and that of the
younger lamily, “He's heavenly,” says
Facheal. Wick smiles: “That’s the key to
it... he and Rachel get on so well” His
futher’s dressing-roem, bedroom and
buthroom interconnect on the house’s
principal floor, 2o if five children et
teen much, he can close the doors.

He alwuays has supper with Nick and
Rachel, who live one floor above,

It 15 early 50 1 leave while T am still fit
ter elrive, George has his own recipe
for a Fox™s Tal cocktail which,
consisting of twao fingers of Cinzano,
one of dry vermouth, two of white wine
and lots of ice, P'm avoiding al all
costs, But it's the perfect relreshment,
Goorge dssures me, “after walking o
hoarse-trials course’,
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