
1. Oglethorpe Hall.

T h e  h o m e  o f  t h e  O g l e t h o r p e  f a m i l y  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  c e n t u r i e s
u n t i l  t h e y  l o s t  i t  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  R o y a l i s t  c a u s e  i n  t h e  C i v i l  w a r .
Th e  F a i r f a x  f a m i l y  a c q u i r e d  the  Ha l l ,  i n  who se  h and s  i t  r e ma i ne d
u n t i l  i t  w a s  s o l d  t o  t h e  f i r s t  L o r d  B i n g l e y .  I t  i s  s t i l l  p a r t  o f
the  Bramham Park Estate  One o f  The  most  notable  members o f  the
Og le thorpe  fami l y was Owen  Og le thorpe ,  B i shop  o f  Car l i s l e  1500 -1559
H e  o f f i c i a t e d  a t  t h e  C o r o n a t i o n o f  E l i z a b e t h  I  a n d a c o m m e n t a r y
s igned  on the  f l y  l ea f  by  El i zabe th  was  g iven  to  Newton  Kyme  Church ,
p r o b a b l y  b y  Og l e t h o rpe .  He  w a s  de p r i v e d  o f  h i s  s e e  by  r e fu s in g  the
Oath  o f  Supre macy  i n  1559 .  He  f ounde d  the  G rammar  Sc hoo l  a t
Tadcas te r  in  1556 -7  but  th i s  p robab ly  rep laced  the  educat i on  car r i ed
ou t  by  the  Uhurch  p re cee d ing  the  r e f o rmat i on .  Gene ra l  Og l e tho rpe ,
f o u nde r  o f  Ge o r g i a  U .b .A .  w a s  a  Me mbe r  o f  t h e  s a me  f a m i l y .  I n
the  1930 's  the  Amer i can  Unive rs i ty  o f  Og le thorpe ,  A t l an ta ,  Georg ia
w a n t e d  t o  b u y  t h e  g a t e  p o s t s  t o  e r e c t  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  b u t  L o r d  B i n g l e y  w o u l d  n o t  l e t  t h e m  g o  t o  A m e r i c a .
Th e re  i s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  A mo s  As ch b a c h  E t t i nge r ' s
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: J a me s  E d w a rd  Og l e t ho rpe .  I mp e r i a l  I d e a l i s t :Cl a re nd o n  P re ss

1936   The  ga te  pos t s  a re  the  on ly  r ema in ing  pa r t  o f  the  o r i g i na l
b u i l d i n g ' :  I t  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  V i l l a g e  S o c i e t y
that  General  Oglethorpe  was the  man who f reed Job Ben Solomon
i n  P r o f e s s o r  G r a n t ' s  l a s t  b o o k  ' T h e  F o r t u n a t e  S l a v e ' .

2. Wise Warren Farm.

T h i s  i s  p r e s u m e d  t o  b e  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  W a r r e n  g r a n t e d .  t o  t h e
M o n k s  o f  H o l y  T r i n i t y  P r i o r y ,  Y o r k .  R a b b i t s  w e r e  r a i s e d  i n  t h o s e
days  and  they  g rew  turn ips  fo r  them Late r  the , turn ips  were  used for
sheep.

3. Headley  Hal l .

I n  t h e  1 2 t h  C e n t u r y ,  p o s s i b l y  y e a r  1 1 2 0 ,  N i g e l  F o s s a r d  o f
B ra mh a m g a v e  t o  t he  C hu rc h  o f  Ho l y  T r i n i t y ,  Yo rk  a  s i t e  i n
Bramham Wood  ca l l ed  Head l e y  toge the r  w i th  a l l  t he  g round  to  the
h i l l  a t  O g l e t h o rp e .  H e a d l e y  b e c a me  a  c e l l  t o  H o l y  T r i n i t y  P r i o r y
a t  Y o rk ,  a n d  t he  mo n k s  o b t a ine d  a  g r a n t  o f  a  f r e e  w a r r e n  a nd
h a v i n g  s t o c k e d  i t  w i t h  r a b b i t s  i t  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

Owen Ogle thorpe  bui l t  a  manor  house  here  presumably  f rom the
s t one  o f  th e  Monk s  dwe l l i n g .  I t  l a t e r  be l onge d  t o  the  W inn  f am i l y .
S i r  Geo rge  Winn  was  c rea ted  Lo rd  Headley ,  Baron  A l l anson  and  Winn
in 1797. He  probab ly  e re c ted  the  Georg ian  Facade  on  the  p re sen t
h ou se .  W he n  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  t o o k  o ve r  t he  h ou se ,  th e re  w a s  a  v e r y
u nu su a l  woo de n  s p i r a l  s t a i r c a se  ma d e  o f  t r i a ngu l a r  b l o c k s  o f  o a k
a b o u t  8 "  t h i c k .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  b o t t o m  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a i r c a s e
had  to  be  rep laced  w i th  concre te  ow ing  to  dry  ro t  and  about  t en
y e a r s  a g o  t h e  t o p  h a l f  a l s o .

When wate r  was  be ing  brought  to  the  farm,  a  Monk 's  bur ia l  g round
was  d i scove red  and  in  ano the r  pa r t ,  mo re  ske l e tons  we re  found ,
probably  bur ied  af te r  the  Bat t le  o f  Bramham Moor,  but  no  weapons.

In  the  f i r s t  Wor ld  War ,  the re was an  aerodrome  be tween the  house
and the  York Road.
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4. Battle of Bramham Moor 1408.
Between Harry Hotspur, Earl of Northumberland and Sir Thomas
Rokeby, Hotspur was killed. It helped to secure the throne
for Henry IV. The stone commemorating the battle now stands in
the wood on the right hand side of the road between Bramham and
Toulston. It was moved by Major Lipscomb when agent at Bramham
Park, with the permission of the Society of Ancient Monuments
because it was being damaged by farm implements.
There is a legend of ghostly horsemen who can be heard fleeing from
the Battle of Bramham. The first University farm manager before
he knew of this tale, got up in the night on three occasions because
he thought the horses were loose but there was nothing to be seen.
5. Race Course on Bramham Moor.
Site Uncertain.

Bramham Moor Races were evidently of some importance and
established prior to 1702.
Queen Anne took a great interest in North Country racing and
presented a gold cup, value £100. "Upon Bramham Moor Course in
Yorkshire for six year old horses, gentlemen to ride 12 st., three
heats of horses to be entered upon the place seven nights before they
run". London Gazette, 1702
Mr. Hugh Bethells’ Ruffler by a son of Brimmer out of Dick Burtons
running mare won the Trophy in 1705. Mr. Adrian Bethell Sold the
cup in the 1920's for £100. per oz.
6. Rising of 1745.
Speight using contempory evidence states General Wade with his
Army camped on Branham Moor, Clifford Moor is also marked as the
Camp site for General Wade's Army. The discrepancy probably
occurs because General Oglethorpe led an advance party
which was to cut off the advance of Charles Stuart. he failed
in this. After '45 he was tried for failing as a Major General to
carry out his task, but was-acquitted.
7. Bramham.
In Domesday it records 'The site of a mill is there, a Church and
a Priest: William the Conqueror gave Bramham to Robert, Count
of Mortain in Avrenches. He is shown on the Bayeux Tapestry,
at the feast, on the left of the Conqueror, Bishop Ado his
brother on the right.
8. Branham. Biggin.
Nostell Priory owned a great deal of land in Bramham. At the
Dissolution the Manor of Branham Biggin all lands and tenements
were given to Thomas Legh one of the Crown commissioners who sold
it in 1566 to Sir James Blunt. Subsequently the descendants of
Sir John Winn of Nostell acquired the property.



8. Bramham Biggin cont'd

Nikolaus Pevsner writes:  "Gabled C.17 house with mull ioned
and transomed windows with hood moulds almost completely
remodelled 1756 (rain water head).  Recessed three bay centre and
pro jec t ing  wings wi th Venet ian windows on ground f loor .  Bow
windows on side elevation". The Rev. Benjamin Haigh LL.D.
leased the  house 1844 -1869.  A  d is t inguished l inguis t ,  he  conducted
a well known boy's school cal led Bramham College. The Rev. Wil l iam
Bownas, curate of Boston Spa taught there. See Boston Spa a Poem
by W. Bownns (republ ished by the Vi l lage Society.Page 48 the
poem 'education ’ .  The Socie ty  has an interest ing fo lder  of
photographs and prospectus of  the co l lege .

9. Bramham Park.

Land g iven by the  Crown to  Robert  Benson.  H is  son the  f i rs t
Lord B ing ley ,  a  favouri te  o f  Queen Anne ,  bui l t  the  house ,
archi tect unknown.  The house was f inished in 1710.  The land
was unenclosed and reclaimed from scrub.

Pevsner writes:  "I f  ever a house and gardens must be  regarded a -
one ensemble,  i t  is  here. Bramham is a grand and unusual  house
but i ts gardens are grander and even more unusual".

Soon after the notable Yorkshireman George Lane-Fox (The Squire)
succeeded  to  the  es ta te  in  1825  a  la rge  par t  o f  the  house was
d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  i n  1 8 2 8 .  T h e  S q u i r e  d i e d  a t  B o w c l i f f e  a t  t h e
age  o f  80 .  The  house  remained  pa r t ia l l y  de re l i c t  and  one  o f  the
oldest pack of hounds in the North, the Bramham Moor was kept in
the, stables under their famous huntsman Tom. Smith, whose portrait
hangs in Bramham Park and a print in Boston Village Hall: -

The  house  was rebui l t  in  1907  to  the  or ig ina l  des ign apar t  f rom
some alterations by Detmar Blow, notably the door on the garden side.
At the North end the summer house buil t by Paine was soon converted
into a Chapel.  I t is known that John Wood of Bath worked at Bramham
as a young man 1724-5 probably on the stone work in the garden.

The  Beech Avenue  par t l y  des troyed  by  the  ga les  o f  1961  and Le
Notre  gardens (designer of  the  gardens at Versai l les )  are  famous.
The re  i s  no  re cord  tha t  Le  No t re  e ve r  came  to  Eng land ,  so  they
a re  e i the r  a f t e r  h i s  s t y l e  o r  he  drew  ou t  the  de s i g n  i n  F ra nce .

10. Probably crossing part of the Roman Road from. Tadcaster to
Ade l  and I lk ley .

11. West Woods.

Par t  o f  the  land  g i ven to  Thomas  Legh a t  the  d isso lut ion o f
Noste l l  P r io ry  'Pas turage  fo r  360  sheep on the  common moor a t
Bramham together with the rabbit warren, a lso two parts of the
meadow called Applegarth and the wood called West Wood. '
12. Compton.

A Celtic settlement and encampment well situated on an escarpment
overlooking the val ley.
The  Dalby fami ly farmed the land for  over  three  hundred years .
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13. Dalton Parlours.
Before the enclosure this field formed part of Clifford Moor.
In the copse of Hazels were the remains of walls the stones of
which were taken to make out buildings at Compton in 1806. Roman
coins and pottery had often been found in the vicinity. In 1855
a thorough excavation was made and the remains of the Roman Villa
discovered. in addition to the Roman baths there was found, 100
yards to the West, a very fine tessellated pavement with the head
of Medusa. This with the pillars of the Hypocaust can,be seen at
the Yorkshire Museum at York.
14. Clifford Moor. Rising of the North 1569.
To place Mary Queen of Scots on the throne of England, the
Earls of Northumberland and Westmorland joined Richard Conyers
from Norton Conyers carrying the same banner than he carried
at the Pilgrimage of Grace 33 years before. Gathering
supporters as they came South from Darlington, Ripon, Knaresborough
and Wetherby,they mustered their forces on Clifford Moor, 1600
horse and 4,000 foot. Not getting the expected support from
Yorkshire R.C. and hearing Royal forces were coming North,
retreated. Northumberland was beheaded in York and 800 supporters
in the villages from Wetherby to Newcastle were killed.
15. Race Course on Clifford Moor.
Wetherby is one of the oldest centres of racing in the Country
and there are records of racing there in the Middle Ages. The
site of the course was moved several times
and in the 17th Century it is recorded that the Easter leetings
took place on Clifford Moor. -

These notes are rather selective partly from the
need for brevity and the oddities of the compiler.

Oglethorpe Hall

The Waddington family lived here. Samuel Waddington, poet of Boston
Spa was a member of the same family. See Douglas Frauts preface to
Boston Spa ‘A Poem’. The Wright family followed farming here for
nearly a century. Richard Wright re-built nearly the whole house.
His Uncle John Holmes built the Newton Kyme Thorpe Arch railway
bridges.
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